





THE 


CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


BY MEMBERS OF MENDON ASSOCIATION. 











NOVEMBER, 1526. 











CONTENTS. 
The Apostles’ direction to the A good expedient for the pre- 
awakened Jailer,—A Sermon servation of wealth 
from Acts, xvi. 29-32 321 Dress the mind 

Remarks on the usual method of Thoughts on the Death of a 
interpreting the Figurative Sabbath-breaker 
Language of prophecy, para- Objections to Unconditional 
bles, and allegory Submission, considered 

| The Pilgrim’s Progress in the Candid Remarks on Lotttries 
Nineteenth Century The art of improving life 

Mffects of the Bible Missionary Anecdotes 

The Progress of t-rror Brainerd 

Hints to Parishioners 5 Death of Mr. Hall 

Conscience Ordinations and Installations 

| Origin of lexts » : To Correspondents 





CONDITIONS. 





1. THE CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE shail contain 32 octavo pages, be | 
executed as it respects type and paper in the style of the Christian Specta- | 
| tor, and afforded to subscribers at $1,50 a volume, payable in advance ; or | 
| $2 paid at the end of six months. 
2. Those who become responsible for five copies shall receive the sixth | 
| gratis. 
3. No subscriptions are to be taken for less than a year; and if notice of | 
| discontinuance is not given before the issuing of the last number, subscribers | 
| will be considered as desiring it the succeeding year. 
4. This volume shall be published in Boston ; and though it will contain | 
| no more pages,’it shall comprise considerably more matter, than either of the | 
preceding volumes, 

N. B. All communications to this work are to be sent, post paid, to the 
Centre Post-Office in Wrentham, Mass., directed to the Editors of the Chris- 
tian Magazine, or to the office of T. R. Marvin, Congress-street, Boston. 





Boston: 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY T. R. MARVIN, 
FOR THE PROPRIETORS. 


1826. 

















2 





THE 


CHRISTIAN 


MAGAZINE. 








Vou. Il. 


NOVEMBER, 1826. 


No. 11. 








THE APOSTLES’ DIRECTION TO THE 
AWAKENED JAILER. 


A SERMON. 


ACTS, xvi. 29—-32. Then he called 
for a light, and sprang in and 
came trembling, and fell down be- 
fore Paul and Silas: and brought 
them out, and said, Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved? And they 
said, Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house. And they spake 
unto him the word of the Lord, 
and to all that were in his house. 


Paut and Silas, having miracu- 
lously cured a damsel possessed 
of a spirit of divination, excited 
the resentment of her masters, 
who drew them into the market- 
place unto the rulers; and the 
multitude rose up together against 
them; and the magistrates rent 
off their clothes, and commanded 
to beat them. And when they 
had laid many stripes upon them, 
they cast them into prison, charg- 
ing the jailer to keep them safe- 
ly. But while they were in pri- 
son and their feet made fast in 
the stocks, at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto God: andthe prisoners heard 
them. And suddenly there was 
a great earthquake, so that the 
TOL. I, 


foundations of the prison were 
shaken ; and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and every 
one’s bands were loosed. And 
the keeper of the prison awaking 
out of sleep, and seeing the prison 
doors open, drew his sword, and 
would have killed himself, sup- 
posing that the prisoners had been 
fled. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Do thyself no 
harm: for we are all here. Then 
he called for a light, and sprang 
in and came trembling, and fell 
down before Paul and Silas: and 
brought them out, and said, Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved’? And 


they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 


saved, and thy house. And they 
spake unto him the word of the 
Lord, and to all that were in his 
house. These words naturally 
lead us to consider, 


I. The state of this awakened 
sinner. 

II. The import of his question 
to the apostles. 

IIf. The manner in which they 
treated him in answer to his ques- 
tion. 

IV. Show that they treated him 
right. 

I. We are to consider the state 
of the awakened jailer. He was 
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undoubtedly a stupid, hardened, 
stout-hearted sinner ; but his fears 
were effectually alarmed by a 
realizing sense of death and eter- 
nity. Earthquakes are the most 
awiul dispensations of Providence 
in this world. They have been 
more destructive than wars, fa- 
mines, and conflagrations. They 
sunk towns and cities, with the 
many thousands of their inhabi- 
tants in sudden and remediless 
ruin. The earthquake which 
shook the foundations of the pri- 
son and the earth around it, was 
extremely alarming to the jailer, 
and threatened him with instant 
death. But though the first shock 
was short, yet he knew not but 
it might be soon repeated and 
become fatal. After this cause 
of fear abated, there was ano- 
ther, which renewed and increas- 
ed his fearful apprehensions. He 
saw the prison doors open, and 
thought that all the prisoners had 
escaped, for which he expected 
his own life would be taken. 
Death and eternity stared him in 
face, for which he felt himself 
entirely unprepared. He was 
in deep anxiety and distress, 
which constrained him to cry to 
the Apostles, “Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?” ‘This leads 
us to consider, 

Il. The import of his question. 
His fears of temporal death ex- 
cited the fears of eternal death. 
He had done nothing but disobey 
God all his days, and abuse his 


goodness and patience —_ His con- 
science condemned him for all 


the exercises of his heart and all 
the actions of his life. He hada 
realizing view of the invicible 
world, and saw nothing beiore 
him but a miserable eternity. He 
knew not what to do, to escape 
the wrath to come. He was an 
awakened. self-condemned, dis- 
tressed sinner, and anxiously con- 





cerned about the saivation of his 
soul. We must suppose, there- 
fore, that by asking the Aposties 
what he must do to be saved, he 
meant to ask them, to direct him 
how he might escape eternal 
death and obtain eternal life. He 
put the solemn question not to 
the other prisoners but to the 
Apostles, because he had heard 
them called * the servants of the 
high God, who shew unto men 
the way of salvation ;” or because 
he knew their characters as min- 
isters of the gospel. He knew 
by some means or other, that they 
were the proper men to direct 
him what to do, in his guilty, dis- 
tressed, and perishing condition. 
His sins revived and his hopes 
died. He saw no way in which 
a holy and just God could save 
him from deserved destruction. 
He most respectfully said, * Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved ;” and 
he most sincerely desired, that 
the Apostles would instruct and 
direct him to do something, that 
might be the means of securing 
his future and eternal happiness. 
They understood his question in 
this sense, and most cheerfully 
complied with his importunate 
request. Let us next consider, 
Ill. How they instructed and 
directed this awakened and in- 
quiring sinner. On this point 
the text gives us plain information. 
As soon as he brought the Apos- 
tles out, and said, Sirs, what must 
Ido to be saved? They said, 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 
And they spake unto him the 
word of the Lord.” In the first 
place, they preached the gospel 
to him, which is called the word 
ofthe Lord. They exhibited the 
character of Christ, who came 
into the world to seek and save 
them that were lost; who was 
two distinct na- 


God and man in 








tures, who suffered and died on 
the cross, and made a full atone- 
ment for the sins of the world, that 
God might be just, and the justi- 
fier of every one that believeth 
in Jesus. They briefly explained 
saving faith, or taught him where- 
in it consisted. ‘They informed 
him, «The word is nigh thee, 
even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart, that is the word of faith 
which we preach; that if thou 
shait confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and shalt be- 
lieve in thy heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou 
shait be saved. For with the 
heart man beliveth unto righte- 
ousness ; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation. 
For whosoever shall call upon 
the name ot the Lord shall be 
saved.’ Such a concise and clear 
description of Christ and the way 
of salvation by him, we may sup- 
pose the Apostles gave to the 
awakened and distressed sinner 
ina very short time; and then 
directed him to do, what was his 
immediate and imperious duty to 
do, that is, to believe on the 
Lord Jesus. ‘They first explained 
his duty, and then exhorted him 
to perform it immediately, or 
without the least delay. It now 
remains to show, 

iV. That they directed him 
right. This will appear, if we 
consider the following observa- 
tions. 

1. They directed him in the 
same manner, in which the inspir- 
ed Prophets directed sinners to 
do their duty. God often sent 
his Prophets to reprove impen- 
itent sinners for their sins, to 


warn them of their danger, and 
to exhort them in his name, to 
reform, repent, and do their duty. 
And we find many instances of 
their faithfully discharging this 
solemn oflice. 


Isaiah exhorted 
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sinners to seek the Lord and re- 
turn to him immediately. “ Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call upon him while he is 


near. Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and Jet him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.” 
Jeremiah exhorted sinners in this 
form : * Thus saith the Lord to 
the men of Judah and Jerusalem, 
break up your fallow ground, and 
sow not among thorns. Circum- 
cise yourselves to the Lord, and 
take away the foreskin of your 
hearts, ye men of Judah and in- 
habitants of Jerusalem; lest my 
fury come forth like fire, and 
burn that none can quench it.” 
Ezekiel addressed sinners in these 
words, *“* Cast away from you all 
your transgressions, whereby ye 
have transgressed, and make you 
a new heart and a new spirit : for 
why will ye die, O house of Is- 
rael?” Joel exhorts sinners in 
the same strain: ‘Therefore also 
now, Saith the Lord, turn ye 
even to me, with all your heart— 
and rend your heart, and not 
your garments, and turn unto the 
Lord your God; for he is gra- 
cious and merciful.” All the in- 
spired prophets, agreeably to the 
divine direction, exhorted sinners 
to change their hearts, to repent, 
and return to God, without the 
least delay. And if they exhort- 
ed sinners right, the Apostles ex- 
horted the jailer right; for they 
exhorted him to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ immediately, 
and to do his duty as soon as he 
knew it. 

2. They taught this awakened 
and inquiring sinner right, be- 
cause they taught and directed 
him as Christ taught and directed 
sinners. He was a teacher whe 
came from God, and declared. 
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“The spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good ti- 
dings to the meek ; he hath sent 
me to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound ; to 
proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord, and the day of ven- 
geance of our God.’ As soon as 
he was baptized of John, and in- 
augurated into his priestly office, 
and began to preach the gospel, 
he drew after him multitudes of 
admiring hearers. He told them, 
that be came not to call the right- 
eous, but sinners to repentance. 
Accordingly he taught and direct- 
ed them to repent and believe 
the gospel immediately. We are 
told, ** Jesus came into Galilee 
preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom of God, and saying, the 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand; repent ye, 
and believe the gospel.” When 
Christ invited sinners to come to 
him for life, he invited them to 
come to him immediately. He 
said unto them, ‘“* Come unto me, 
all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and [ will give you rest. 
In the last day, that great day of 
the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink.” In 
the parable of the gospel, those 
who are invited to it, are invited 
to come immediately, without 
delay. ‘A certain man made 
a great supper, and bade many. 
And sent his servant at supper 
time to say to them that were 
bidden, come, for all things are 
now ready.” When Christ saw 
Simon Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, he said to them with an 
inviting and commanding voice, 
“Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men. And they 
straightway left their nets, and 
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followed him.” And when Christ 
came to the place where Zac- 
cheus had climbed up into a syca- 
more-tree to see him, * he said 
unto him, Zaccheus, make haste, 
and come down: for to-day I 
must abide at thy house.” And 
he made haste, and came down, 
and did his duty, as soon as it was 
made known. As Christ saw Mat- 
thew sitting at the receipt of cus- 
tom, busily engaged in his world- 
ly concerns, he said to him with 
an imperative voice, ‘ Follow 
me. And he arose and followed 
him.”” He knew Christ required 
him to follow him immediately, 
and he complied with his duty, 
without delay. But that in these 
and all other instances, Christ di- 
rected and commanded sinners to 
come to him, believe on him, and 
follow him immediately, appears 
from what he said to those who 
requested a permission to delay. 
‘‘ It came to pass as he went in 
the way, he said to a man, Fol- 
low me. But he said, Lord, suf- 
fer me first to go and bury my 
father. Jesus said unto him, let 
the dead bury their dead: but go 
thou and preach the kingdom of 
God. And another also said, 
Lord, I will follow thee; but let 
me first go and bid them farewell 
which are at home at my house. 
And Jesus said unto him, no man 
having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God.” Thus Christ, 
in preaching the gospel, invited 
and commanded sinners to repent 
and believe it immediately. He 
would admit of no excuse for de- 
lay. He knew better than any 
other preacher ever did, whether 
sinners could have any excuse 
for delaying to embrace the gos- 
pel after they understood it. He 
always taught and directed sin- 
ners right, and since the Apos- 
tles taught and directed the sin- 























ner, who inquired what he should 
do to be saved, as Christ directed 
such persons, they certainly di- 
rected him right, to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ immedi- 
ately. 

3. They taught the inquiring 
jailer right, because they taught 
and directed him as Christ re- 
quired them to teach and direct 
sinners, in respect to their imme- 
diate duty. Just betore his as- 
cension to heaven, he called his 
Apostles together, and gave them 
his commission to preach the gos- 
pel through the world, and in 
that commission he _ directed 
them how to preach. “Jesus 
came and spake unto them, say- 
ing, All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth, and is baptiz- 
ed, shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not, shall be damned.” 
By virtue of this commission, they 
were authorized to preach the 
gospel every where, and call 
upon sinners to repent and be- 
lieve it immediately. And we 
tind, that they uniformly follow- 
ed Christ’s direction. When Pe- 
ter preached the gospel on the 
day of Pentecost, three thousand 
were pricked in their heart, and 
anxiously cried to Peter and the 
rest of the Apostles, “Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? 
Then Peter said unto them, Re- 
pent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, for the remission of your 
sins, and the promise of salva- 
tion.” When Simon the sorcerer 
felt himself in the gall of bitter- 
ness, and in the bond of iniquity, 
Peter said unto him, “ Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedness, 
and pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee.”> Now, Paul and 
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Silas taught and directed the 
awakened and distressed jailer in 
a similar manner. When he 
brought them out, and said, 
“¢ Sirs, what must I do to be sav- 
ed? They said, believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved. And they spake unto 
him the word of the Lord.”’ They 
preached the gospel in precisely 
the same manner that Christ 
preached it, and commanded them 
te preach it; which was preach- 
ing it periectly right. They ex- 
horted the jailer to believe the 
gospel as soon us they had ex- 
plained, and he understood it. 
Or in other words, they exhort- 
ed him to do his duty as soon as 
he knew it, without delay. 

4. They taught and directed 
him right, because they taught 
and directed him just as his se- 
rious and critical case required. 
He was a poor, guilty, perishing 
creature. He was in real dan- 
ger and distress, and knew not 
what to do to extricate himself 
from his forlorn condition. He 
was ignorant of the gospel, and 
the way of salvation through the 
death and mediation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He needed reli- 
gious instruction and direction. 
He applied to those whose office 
it was to teach and direct inquir- 
ing sinners. ‘They perfectly un- 
derstood his case and acted a- 
greeably to it. They spake to 
him the word of the Lord, and 
in a plain, easy manner, taught 
him the first principles of the 
gospel, the character of God, the 
character of Christ, the precepts 
and penalty of the law, the en- 
tire depravity of his heart; and 
just desert of eternal death. Hav- 
ing giving him such instruction, 
they exhorted him to repent of 
sin and believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for salvation. He did not 
ask, and they did not direct him 
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hoz to love God, how to repent 
ef sin, or how to believe in 
Christ, after he knew he was the 
only and all-sufficient Saviour. 
He did not ask, and they did not 
tell him how to do his duty, after 
he knew it. They taught and 
directed him exactly according 
to his character and situation, and 
according to their duty as minis- 
ters of the gospel. Christ had 
taught and directed them how to 
teach and direct inquiring sinners, 
and they taught and directed him, 
as Christ had taught and directed 
them, to do their duty as his min- 
isters. ‘They therefore taught 
and directed the jailer right. 
They exhorted him to do his 
duty immediately, which was to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
without delay. If any thing fur- 
ther needs to be said to confirm 
this important point, | would fur- 
ther observe, 

5. They taught and directed 
him right, because they taught 
and directed him agreeably to 
reason and common sense. He 
asked what he should do to be 
saved. He wanted to know his 
duty in his present trying situa- 
tion. He thought he ought to do 
something, and he wanted to 
know what he ought to do, for 
his conscience was awake, and 
he felt his obligation to do right, 
or what his veal duty required 
him to do. He did not ask to 
know what he must do before he 
could do any duty, but what he 
could then do as duty. ‘The 
Apostles having instructed him, 
in respect to his character and 
condition as a totally depraved, 
guilty, condemned sinner, and in 
respect to Christ as the only and 
all-sufficient Saviour, exhorted 


him to judge and condemn him- 
self, repent unfeignedly of his 
sins, renounce all self-depend- 
ance, and rely alone on the atone- 


ment of Christ for pardon and 
salvation. This was his imme- 
diate duty, and the Apostles ex- 
horted him to do itimmediately ; 
and this was certainly agreeable to 
his reason and common sense, and 
to the reason and common sense 
of all mankind. Thus the pa- 
rent instructs and directs his 
child, the teacher his scholar, 
and the officer the soldier, in re- 
gard to duty. They only tell 
those under their care and di- 
rection what to do, and then re- 
quire them to do it. After the 
child, the scholar, and the sol- 
dier are toid what they must do, 
they need no further instruction 
and direction in respect to their 
duty. Just so, after the Apos- 
tles had told the jailer what he 
must do to be saved, he needed 
no further instruction or direc- 
tion, in respect to his duty. He 
was morally bound to believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ imme- 
diately. They had no right to 
tell him, he might wait till morn- 
ing before he believed, or that 
he might merely desire, endea- 
vour, or try to believe, before 
he actually exercised saving faith. 
When he knew his duty, he was 
instantly bound to do it, and had 
no right to ask what he must do 
before he was willing to do his 
duty, or how he must become 
willing. After a parent has told 
his child what he must do, and 
his child should say, I am unwil- 
ling to doit; pray, Sir, how shall 
I become willing ; or if a scholar 
should say the same to his teach- 
er; or a soldier say the same to 
his commanding officer; would 
the parent, the teacher, or the 
officer, give any vew direction ? 
No; they would all repeat and 
enforce their first command. 
What if the jailer had said, after 
the Apostles had instructed and 
directed him to believe on the 
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Lord Jesus Christ, Sirs, | am un- 
willing to believe, and how shall 
I become wiliing? Would they 
have given him any new instruc- 
tion or direction? No; they had 
no right to say any thing more 
than what Cibrist had told them 
to say, “he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” It now clear- 
ly appears, we trust, that the 
Apostles instructed and directed 
the jailer right, in respect to his 
duty ‘The example of the pro- 
phets, the example of Christ, the 
command of Christ, the case of 
the jailer, and common sense, all 
required them to do as they did. 
{To be contineed.] 


— 


For the Christian Magazine. 
REMARKS ON THE USUAL METHOD OF 
INTERPRETING THE FIGURATIVE 
LANGUAGE OF PROPHECY, PARA- 
BLE AND ALLEGORY. 


Tue bible is the word of God; 
and because it 
God, it certainiy differs, in some 
important respects, from the im- 
perfect productions of men. But 
there are not a few who seem to 
suppose, that, because the Bible 
is the word of God, it scarcely re- 
sembles other books in any re- 
spect. If we understand the word 
book, in its usual sense, as denot- 
ing the conceptions of the human 
mind, expressed in language, re- 
duced to writing according to the 
common idioms of speech; the 
Bible, in their apprehension can 
hardly be included within the de- 
finition. Accordingly in interpret- 
ing the scriptures, they dismiss 
from their minds, in a great mea- 
sure, many of the principles, 
which always guide them in ex- 
plaining the language of a merely 
human author. But it ought to 
be remembered, that, while the 
inspiration of the sacred writers, 
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is the word of 


influenced the style and language 
which they exbibit, these are at 
the same time the proper style 


and language of tremselves. as 
really as those of any other wri- 
ters are. Hence the propriety, 
nay the necessity of interpret- 
ing the scriptures in a manner 
like that in which we interpret 
other writings, must certainly be 
felt. For how did the Holy Spirit 
influence the sacred writers? 
Certainly as rational and volunta- 
ryagents. ‘The spirits of the 
prophets,’ says Paul, “ are sub- 
ject to the Prophets.” The ap- 
pearance of the sacred volume de- 
clares that they were assisted by 
the Spirit of God in writing it 
after the manner of men. his. 
moreover, the nature of their 
work required. For why did God 
employ hwaan instruments at all 
—ii not in order to adapt his 
word to the understandings and 
sympathies ofmen? We believe, 
now, that the Spirit of God is the 
eflicient cause of regeneration; 
yet, at the same time, who does 
not know that the subjects of the 
new birth are themselves volun- 
tary agents in all that they feel 
and perform im the progress of 
this change, and that their beha- 
viour is to be explained by a re- 
ference to the principles of the 
human mind, in view of religious 
truth. Somethiog like this seems 
to be true of inspiration. Yet 
this circumstance seems to be in 
a great measure overlooked by 
many, when interpreting the 
scriptures. Nay, perhaps it may 
be said, in a certain sense, that a 
person might be too much influ- 
enced, in the interpretation ot 
the scriptures, by the considera- 
tion of their having been inspir- 
ed,—l mean that he might be in- 
clined to view all their features 
too much in the light of pecu- 
harities 
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We are most liable to commit 
this error in respect to those por- 
tions of the sacred writings, which 
were composed in the manner of 
poetry, and of parable or allego- 
ry; in as much as the character 
of this kind of composition is least 
likely to comport with what we 
imagine, a priori, ought to be the 
attributes of an inspired volume. 
—Nothing can be clearer than 
that the Prophets have generally 
composed their sacred oracies in 
poetry; yet no kind of writing 
can be more exposed to be mis- 
apprehended by the class of in- 
terpreters, to which I have just 
alluded, than that, in which a 
poetic diction is employed in or- 
der to communicate prophetic 
sentiments. The imagery of a 
figurative style is adapted to call 
forth conjecture from an inter- 
preter; while, at the same time, 
he is prone to indulge in this with 
the greater liberty, since the 
tacts which prophecy discloses 
are, for the most part, not very 
definitely and particularly de- 
scribed. 

The most common errors of 
good men in explaining the pro- 
phecies arise from their having 
neglected to observe how exten- 
sively the Hebrew poets make 
use of tropical language. Some 
idea of the manner of the Pro- 
phets, in this particular, may be 
acquired from a comparison of 
those predictions, which have had 
their full accomplishment, with 
the actual history of the events 
predicted. 

The protection and providence 
of God exhibited to the Jews, in 
respect to their return to Pales- 
tine, through the Arabian de- 
sert, after the Babylonish capti- 
vity, is predicted by the Prophet 
Isaiah in the following manner, 
‘Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord; make straight in the de- 
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sert a highway for our God 
Every valley shall be exalted and 
every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough 
places plain.” ‘+1 will open riv- 
ers in high places and fountains 
in the midst of the valleys ; I will 
make the wilderness a pool of 
water, and the dry land springs of 
water: I will plant in the wilder- 
ness the cedar and the myrtle, 
and the oil tree; and I will set 
in the desert the fir tree and the 
pine and the box tree together.”’ 

Let any one now consult the 
account of the Jews’ returo from 
Babylon, as given by Ezra and 
Nehemiah, and then say how 
much of this beautiful prophetic 
representation, is found to corres- 
pond literally with historical fact. 
The march of the Israelites thro’ 
this waste, was commenced by 
the permission of Cyrus, and sus- 
tained by his munificence. Every 
indigent Jew was furnished by 
him [to use the words of his own 
edict, ] “+ with silver and with gold 
and with goods and with beasts ; 
besides a free-will offering for 
the house of the Lord at Jerusa- 
lem,”—and in a very short time 
the Hebrews were settled in their 
respective cities. It is evident 
that the language of the prophet 
Isaiah in this instance is figurative 
in the highest degree ; and that 
there is only a very general cor- 
respondence between the literal 
sense of the prophecy and the 
events which it foretold. The 
sinking hil‘s and rising vallies, the 
fruit trees planted and streams 
gushing forth in the desert, are 
all interpreted by the event, as 
denoting merely the means of a 
safe and prosperous return of the 
Jews from the Babylonish captiv- 
ity. Other examples in abund- 
ance of the same kind exist, 
which might easily be selected 

















for our purpose, did they not 
require a developement which 
would exceed the limits of this 
occasion. 

Some of the prophecies will 
undoubtedly aamit of a more lit- 
eral interpretation than the one 
which we have noticed; but in 
all cases we are to avoid a literal 
interpretation of them, in propor- 
tion as their phraseology departs 
from that of the mere historic 
and didactic style oi the scrip- 
tures; which is as peculiar for 
its plainness and simplicity, as the 
sacred poetry, for the beauty 
and bolduess of its ornament. 

The fulfilment of the predic- 
tions uttered by the prophets, has 
explained and limited their mean- 
ing; but if the time of their ac- 
complishment was yet to come, 
some of them no doubt, would 
receive a very different interpre- 
tation from that which we must 
row give them. Much, it would 
seem then, is to be learned from 
such examples, respecting the in- 
terpretation of the prophetic 
writings in general, and the great 
extent to which the prophets 
make use of tropical and symboli- 
cal representation.—Much which 
should lead us to explain in a 
more cautious manner than is 
commonly done, the prophecies 
which are yet unaccomplished ; 
or which should, at least, incline 
us to pronounce less positively 
concerning the particular and de- 
finite character of predicted e- 
vents, that are yet future. 

The errors which are often 
committed in the interpretation 
of the parables and the allegori- 
cal parts of scripture, are of a 
nature somewhat different from 
those to which we have just al- 
luded. They often arise from 
mistaking the figurative for the 
literal sense of language. In pa- 


rables, however, the language 
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should be understood in a literal 
sense. 

It is not the phraseology here, 
but the whole subject matter of 
the representation itself which 
the writer has employed in a fi- 
gurative or symbolical manner. 

Parable is used by the sacred 
writers, and more frequently by 
our Saviour, for the purpose of 
ILLUSTRATING some principle of 
morality and religion. It is a sup- 
posed case, affording some popu- 
lar exemplification of such prin- 
ciple.—Accordingly Luke intro- 
duces the mention of one of 
Christ’s parables thus—* And he 
spake a parable unto them fo this 
end, that men ought always to 
pray and not to faint,”’—that is, to 
illustrate the efficacy of perse- 
vering, importunate prayer,— 
and then follows the parable of 
the widow and the unjust judge. 
—Now the error of which we 
complain in regard to the expla- 
nation of parables is that of giving 
too important signification to their 
subordinate parts; or of endea- 
vouring to find branches and re- 
lations of meaning, which corres- 
pond with all the appendages, 
which the writer has thrown into 
his parable, merely for the sake 
of giving to the whole an appear- 
ance of verisimilitude. ‘The er- 
ror lies in supposing a too minute 
correspondence between the pa- 
rable and the subject which it is 
designed to illustrate.—In the 
parable of the barren fig-tree, 
ior example, a late respectable 
commentator makes the owner of 
the vineyard to be God, the vine- 
yard, Judea—the fig-tree, the 
Jewish church—and the vine- 
dresser, Christ: whereas the 
context shows that the Saviour 
aimed at nothing more in the 
parable, than the communication 
of this simple idea, that nega- 
tive virtue, merely, without ac- 
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tive usefulness, will not render a 
man’s life harmless in the sight 
of God, nor save him from final 
condemnation. Had the commen- 
tator referred to, met with this 
parable in any merely human pro- 
duction, he would never have 
invented a signification for it, be- 
yond the extent of this obvious 
moral, which it is designed to in- 
culcate. 

Dr. Johnson thus introduces the 
history of Rasselas. “ Ye who 
listen with credulity to the whis- 
pers of fancy, and pursue with 
eagerness the phantoms of hope ; 
who expect that age will perform 
the promises of youth, and that 
the deficiencies of the present 
day, will be supplied by the 
morrow ; listen to the history of 
Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia.” 
What reader now of common un- 
derstanding, ever looks for any 
thing more in the subsequent pa- 
ges of Rasselas, than simply for 
such a story as shall aptly illus- 
trate the folly of listening to the 
whispers of fancy with credulity, 
and of pursuing the phantoms of 
hope with eagerness ; or the mis- 
take of those who expect that 
age will perform the promises of 
youth, and to-morrow supply the 
deficiencies of to-day? Scarcely 
any one is so simple as not to 
know that the characters, the in- 
cidents, and the scenery, with 
which the author has filled up 
this instructive fiction, are all 
chosen, arranged and described 
for the single purpose of illustrat- 
ing the moral so comprehensive- 
ly implied in the first period ; and 
that many parts of the story, if 
considered separately from their 
relation to the whole, would pos- 
sess no particular moral signifi- 
cancy whatever. 

In a similar manner ought we 
to interpret the parables of the 
sacred volume. if we would not, 
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like some of those to whom they 
were first addressed, fall under 
the condemnation of hearing, but 
not understanding them. If for ex- 
ample we peruse the parable of 
the good Samaritan, let us be 
contented to learn from it, what 
the Saviour designed to teach— 
the characteristics of a truly be- 
nevolent friend and neighbour,— 
rather than overlooking this in- 
valuable lesson, to find in it as 
some have done, Adam passing 
through this world, in the man 
passing from Jerusalem to Jeri- 
cho—the devil and his angels in 
the robbers—the Mosaic Law, in 
the Priest—in the Levite, good 
works—in the good Samaritan, 
Christ—in the inn, the church— 
and in the oil and wine, grace 
and spiritual consolation. Nor 
should we feel while thus in- 
terpreting the Bible, without ad- 
mitting the mystical and manifold 
significations of words, without 
finding mountains of sense in eve- 
ry expression and letter of it; 
that we are in danger of dimin- 
ishing aught in reality, from the 
treasures of the sacred volume. 
The early education of some, 
most strongly inclines them to 
aitach some unnatural peculiarity 
of this kind, to all the language 
of the word of God; and it is 
only after such a bias has been en- 
tirely removed from their minds, 
that they are prepared to see di- 
vine truth in its own admirable 
simplicity. He who ‘as studied 
the Bible under the influence of 
views the most enlightened and 
spiritual, will undoubtedly be the 
most ready to declare, that, while 
the separate hints which he once 
could gather from the sacred 
writings, have been diminished in 
number; while some texts on 
which he once relied as proot 
texts, are taken trom him, yet 
newy ones are discovered which 


























before were unknown to him, 
and the force of others, which 
he has found to abide the test of 
a most thorough examination, is 
a thousand fold augmented. R. 
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From the Utica Christian Repository. 


THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY.—BY BUNYANUS. 


CHAP. XII. 


Now, in the morning, I perceived 
that the pilgrims arose strong and 
vigorous to pursue their journey ; 
and having taken leave of the 
family, and having received from 
them a letter of introduction to 
such other houses as had been 
built by their Lord for the ac- 
commodation of pilgrims on the 
road, they departed and went on 
their way. And as they went 
along, they discoursed with each 
other of the things they had seen 
and heard at the house Beautiful, 
and of the high privileges they 
had enjoyed there; and they 
were so taken up with these 
things that they forgot to read any 
in their books, as they had been 
wont to do while they passed 
along. 

I think, said Ardent, that we 
shall be willing to bear cheerfully 
any reproach or persecution to 
which we may be subjected, for 
the sake of the Lord of the way, 
since he has endured so much for 
us. 

Thoughtful. It would, indeed, 
be unworthy of the name we 
bear, and of the privileges to 
which we have been admitted, if 
we should shrink from any suffer- 
ings to which our Lord shall call 
us. 

Ard. 1 have been rash and has- 
ty, heretofore, and have brought 
myself into many difficulties by it, 
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but I hope that the experience | 
have had will teach me better in 
future. 

Th. 1 hope the things we have 
learned will do us good as long as 
we live ; and that the high privi- 
leges we have lately enjoyed will 
lead us to seek after yet greater 
attainments, and to he bold and 
zealous in the service of our Lord 
and Master. 

Then I perceived, that, just as 
they were saying these things, a 
man came up behind them, whose 
name was Flatterwell ; but the 
pilgrims knew him not. And 
having overheard some of their 
conversation, he said, 

Fl. Hail! ye highly favored 
ones, ye servants of the prince 
Immanuel, who have undertaken 
this long and perilous journey for 
the love you bear to bis name. 
Your prince regards you with 
great affection, and is willing to 
give you a further proof of it. 
You have, indeed, enjoyed high 
privileges at the house Beautiful, 
but there are higher privileges to 
be yet enjoyed. You have seen 
great things there ; but you shall 
see greater things than these. 

rd. We have never seen you 
before ; but you speak like one 
that has some knowledge of us, 
and of the object of our journey. 
We should like to know who you 
are. 

Fl. Ask not after my name, 
seeing itis a secret. I am a friend 
to you, and to the Lord of the 
way; and am not ignoraat of your 
history. 1 know how you forsook 
all that you had, for the love you 
bare to the Lord of pilgrims. 
And I know all the pains you 
have taken to show that love to 
him, and all the difficrlties you 
have surmounted for his sake. I 
have done so before you, and 
have been rewarded for it by 
being appointed to an honorable 
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station.- I am sent forth to ac- 
company youa little in your way, 
and to speak words of comfort to 
you; and also to give you some 
further manifestations of the re- 
gard which your Lord has to you. 

Lh. No praise is due to us for 
what we have done. It is the 
King alone that has made us to 
differ. Had it not been for his 
distinguishing grace, we had re- 


mained to this day in the city of 


Destruction. 

Fl. 1 know it; and 1 am glad to 
see you so sensible of it. Hu- 
mility is a most excellent trait in 
the pilgrim’s character. But I 
knew you possessed it in an em- 
inent degree; for otherwise | 
should not have been sent out to 
accompany you, and to confer 
further privilege Ss upon you. It 
is written, *“* before honour is hu- 
mility ;° and “ he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.” I am 
persuaded that the Lord of the 
way intends to make you em- 
inent among pilgrims, and to pre- 
pare you for great usefulness 
among them ; and thereiore it is, 
that having tried you hitherto, 
and found you so faithful to bien, 
he is ready to grant you further 
marks of his regard. 

Ard. | have not been so faith- 
ful to him as | ought; nor so firm 
in his ways as my_ brother 
Thoughtful. Bui fl hope | shall 
be more so hereatier. 

Fl. No; none are so faithful 
to him as they ought to be. But 
you have been more so than many 
others.—Your low 
yourself, however, isa good sign ; 
and it promises well with regard 
to your future progress 
Th. Youre ommendation makes 

ashamed of myself; for it 
nind my numerous im- 


ine 
brings to 


perfections and short comings in 
duty. 
Fl. 'Thatis well. 


It shows that 





opinion of 
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you are not easily flattered; and 
so are in less danger of being de- 
ceived and led astray, than those 
who have less knowledge of their 
own hearts. 

By this time I perceived that 
Flatterwell had got a little before 
them, and as they were engaged 
in conversation, had turned out of 
the straight road into another 
path, which yet seemed almost as 
direct as the right one, and was 
leading them on in it with a 
quicker step, while the path by 
degrees turned more from the di- 
rect road, up an ascent that was 
so gradual that the pilgrims did 
not perceive it. Then said Ar- 
dent, 

What are the new privileges 
which the Lord of the way is 
about to bestow upon us? 

Fl. They are privileges grant- 
ed to but few pilgrims, to such 
only as he regards with peculiar 
affection, and intends for distin- 


guished usefuiness. Yonder isa 
high tower, from which is a most 
delightful prospect. You can 
look down from it on all the 


country round for many leagues ; 
and with the aid of a perspective 
glass, you can see the celestial 
city, and all the road thither, to- 
gether with all the by-paths that 
turn out of it; so that after hav- 
ing had this discovery, you will 
be eminently qualified to be 
guides to other pilgrims, for 
which I am persuaded the Lord 
of the way intends you. 

Th. We are not worthy of be- 
ing distinguished above others ; 
but if the Lord of the way has 
need of us, in any station, we 
ought not to decline it. 

Fl, 1 admire your humility. 
But indeed, it is a most excellent 
qualification for a place of high 
distinction. 

So Flatterwell hurried them 
along, till they reached the tower. 



































and began to ascend by a flight 
of steps that wound round in the 
inside ; and | observed that there 
were no windows in it, only a 
small sky-light at the top. So 
they ascended, for some time, 
Flatterwell keeping before, and 
continuaily talkiag to them, in the 
manner he had done, of the great 
regard their Lord had for them, 
and of the high honor to which 
he was now admitting them, in 
favoring them to visit this tower, 
and enjoy the discoveries which 
were to be made when they ar- 
rived at the top. Now when 
they had reached a great height, 
I saw that Flatterwell, in his 
eagerness to hurry them along, 
not taking heed to his own steps, 
made a slip with his feet, and fell 
to the bottom, where he was 
dashed in pieces. At this the 
pilgrims stopped, in great amaze- 
ment and sat down on the steps, 
to prevent falling themselves, for 
their heads grew dizzy. 
Then said Thoughttul to his 
companion what does this mean ? 
Then said Ardent, I cannot tell ; 
{ fear I shall fall too; for my 
head is very dizzy. 

Th. And so is mine. I fear to 
took down. What shall we do? 

4rd. 1 know not. This is a 
feariul place. Shall we try togo 
down ? 

Th. Ah me! I have torgotten 
to jook in my book to-day. But 
I know not whether I can see to 


read. ‘There is so tittle light 
here: and my head is so much 
affected. 


Ard. | have forgotten too. But 
let us try to read alittle. Per- 
haps we shall get some direction. 

So Thoughtful plucked his 
book out of his bosom, and open- 
ed it, and read therein as follows : 
“© Pride goeth before destruction ; ; 
anda haughty spirit before a fall.” 
“Then his hand shook, and his 
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head was affected again, so that 
he could not see for some time. 
And Ardent iooked into the book, 
and found where it was written. 
The Lord shall cut off all flat- 
tering lips, and the tongue that 
speaketh proud things.” Then 
Thoughtful looked again, and 
read, ** Meddle not with him that 
flattereth with his lips. A lying 
tongue hateth those that are ai- 
flicted by it; and a flattering 
mouth worketh ruin ” 

Tuenl perceived that the pil- 
grims were sore amazed, and 
trembled for iear. For they be- 
gan to be sensible thai they must 
have got out of the right road, 
and had been flatiered by ihe 
man they had followed, who had 
now met with the destruction be 
was probably intending for them. 
So they crept dowa the steps, as 
well as ihey could, which they 
now perceived to be very slight, 
and threatening every moment to 
give way, and precipitate them 
upon the pavemeai below, where 
Flatterwell bad been dashed in 
pieces. 

So, after a long time, I saw that 
they had reached the bottom in 
safety, and having earnestly be- 
sought their Lord and King to 
forgive them for hearkening to 
this deceiver, and turaing out of 
the right path; and having beg- 
ged for direction and deliverance, 
and further consulted their books, 
they found written therein, “ Re- 
turn, ye backsliding children, and 
1 will heal your backslidings.” 

Then after they were a litile 
revived, (for their heads were 
still much ailected,) they consid- 
ered the tower and its situation; 
and found written over the door 
by which they had entered, “ The 
Tower of Spiritual Pride.”. They 
saw, morcover, that it stood upon 
the brink oi a precipice, on look- 
ing down which they saw the 
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bones of many who had been led 
up to the top of the tower, and 
thrown down from thence, by Flat- 
terwell and his companions. Then 
they remembered that it was writ- 
ten, ** Behold, | am against thee, 
Oh thou most proud,saith the Lord 
God of Hosts: for thy day is come, 
the time that I will visit thee. 
And the most proud shall stumble 
and fall, and none shall raise him 
up.” 

Now I observed, that though 
their heads were less giddy, since 
they had reached the ground, 


they complained to each other of 


a violent pain in the breast; at- 
tended with distressing faintness, 
so that they could scarcely stand 
upon their feet. Yet, after read- 
ing a while in their books, they 
recovered a little, so that they 
began to return by the way that 
they came, creeping on softly, as 
well as they could, till, at length 
they reached the high road. 
Here they kneeled down, and 
gave thanks to the Lord of the 
way, for their deliverance from 
this so great a danger, and for 
restoring them to the right way ; 
and then they went forward, care- 
fully pondering the path of their 
feet. So, taking heed to their 
steps, they went down into the 
valley of Humiliation, without 
getting any slip by the way. 
Now the air of this valley was 
very agreeable and refreshing to 
them, and they had not been long 
in it before they found themselves 
much recovered from the sickness 
they had felt. The dizziness in 
their heads was gone, the pain iu 
their breasts was greatly reliev- 
ed, and they had po more turns 
of faintness. Bunyanus. 


se 
Evernity is much less considered 
by us than we generally suppose. 
We are apt, alas! 
for Lime. 


to be religious 
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OF THE BIBLE. 
Anecdote. 
I was travelling about four years 
ago in a remote district in Ben- 
gal, and I came to the house of 
a gentleman belonging to Portu- 
gal. I found him reading the 
Scriptures in the Bengalee to 
seventy or eighty people, men, 
women and children, of that coun- 
try, who were all very attentive. 
This gentleman told me that he 
had been led to employ some of 
his leisure moments in this way ; 
‘¢ And to-morrow,”’ said he, “ as 
you pass my farm, mention my 
name, and they will procure you 
a bed ; and you will then see the 
effects of reading the Scripture.” 
The next day I called at his es- 
tate, where I saw one hundred 
men, women, and children, who 
had all become converts to Chris- 
tianity within three or four years. 
[ inquired how they found them- 
selves: they appeared delighted, 
and thought it a happy thing for 
them that Europeans had trans- 
lated the Scripture, that they 
might read in their own tongue 
the wonderful works of God. I 
had some intercourse, also, with 
an official person in that district, 
and | mention it because some 
persons tell you that nothing is 
done by the Missionaries ; I asked 
the Magistrate what was the con- 
duct of these Christians; and he 
said, “There is something in 
them that does excite astonish- 
ment: the inhabitants of this dis- 
trict are particularly known as 
being so litigious and troublesome 
that they have scarcely any mat- 
ter but what they bring into 
courts of justice; but during 
three or four years, not one of 
these people has brought a cause 
against any one, or any one 
against them.”’ [I mention this to 
show that Christianity will pro- 
duce, in all countries, peace and 
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happiness to those who know the 
truth as it is in Jesus.— Lieut. Col. 
Phipps. 


THE PROGRESS OF ERROR. 


Tue doctrine of the eternal Son- 
ship of the Divine nature of 
Christ produced Arianism ; the 
doctrine of Arianism produced 
Sociniavism ; and Socivianism pro- 
duces a kind of general Infidelity, 
or disrespect to the sacred wri- 
tings; so that several parts of 
them are rejected as being un- 
canonical, and the inspiration of 
a major part of the New Testa- 
ment strongly suspected. 
Clark, 
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HINT TO PARISHIONERS. 


No one can know the trials of 
the ministry, except those who 
undertake the arduous employ- 
ment, or those who reside in their 
families. When we consider how 
much clergymen’s time is occu- 
pied by unavoidable company at 
home, how many special meet- 
ings, if they are faithful to their 
master, they must attend, what a 
large portion of their time is oc- 
cupied in visiting the sick, how 
much in necessary preparations 
for the pulptt, and then in addi- 
tion to all this, what numbers of 
parochial visits they are required 
to make, and censured if they do 
not, it must appear obvious that 
their task is arduous, their trials 
peculiarly great. It is a great 
trial to be obliged to attempt to 
study, when the mind is distract- 
ed with the burden of a whole 
Society. It is a trial to be, as it 


were, compelled to spend that 
time in visiting, which ought to 
be devoted to writng and medita- 
tron, and then be censured for 
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negligent and ill-digested ser- 
mons; or, it time and pains are 
taken to write good sermons, to 
be complained of for visiting so 
little. Surely, if Societies or 
Churches knew the trials of their 
ministers, in addition to those 
personal troubles which are com- 
mon to all, they would be more 
tender of them, more fervent in 
prayer for them. I do not won- 
der that so many of the laborers 
of the Lord’s vineyard faint be- 
fore mid-day. They ought in 
every way to be strengthened, 
and comforted, and encouraged, 
by their people.—Mrs. Hunting- 


ton’s Memoirs. 


CONSCIENCE, 
Suatt we chide, or weep to see 
the wickedness of these times and 
the distance betwixt Paul and us ? 
O Paul, thou art almost alone. 
Thou studiest conscience ; we of 
this age, craft. Thou didst gague 
thine own; we, other men’s con- 
sciences. ‘hy care was to please 
conscience ; ours, to please the 
times. It was thy care to walk 
evenly before God and men; it 
is ours, to serve ourselves of both. 
Thou, everywhere, was for con- 
science ; we, almost no where. 
Thou wouldst see conscience take 
no wrong; now, wit out-reasons 
it, wealth out-faces it, money out- 
buys it, might overmatches it, all 
undervalue it. It is a wonderful 
thing that so rich a pearl, should 
be so cheap; so rare a thing, so 
commonly sold. Surely markets 
are dead for conscience. Every 
man is more ready to sell than to 
buy, and to put off upon any rate. 
For sixpence, a man will lie ; for 
sixpence, he will steal; for six- 
pence, he will swear: yea, in 
some causes, and in some halls oi 
may have twelve 
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consciences for one dinner. O 
Conscience, keep not silence at 
this. Know thy place. Do thy 
office. Cry, now thou art among 
scholars, tradesmen, jurors, law- 
yers, landlords, merchants, judg- 
es. Cry agaiust those houses that 
discommon thee, against those 
shops that sell thee, those plea- 
ders that purse thee, those ju- 
rors that stretch and rack thee, 
those judges that disgrace and 
hang thee. R. Harris. 


ORIGIN OF TEXTS. 
Tue custom of taking a text as 
the basis of a sermon or lecture, 
is said to have originated with 
Ezra, who, we are told, accom- 
panied by several Levyites in a 
public congregation of men and 
women, ascended a pulpit, open- 
ed a book of the law, and after 
addressing a prayer to the Deity, 
to which the people said Amen, 
“¢ read in the law of God distinct- 
ly and gave the sense, and caused 
them to understand the reading.* 
Previous to the time of Ezra, 
the patriachs delivered in public 
assemblies, either propecies or 
moral instructions for the edifica- 
tion of the people ; and it was not 
until the return of the Jews from 
the Babylonish captivity, during 
which time they had almost lost 
the language in which the pen- 
tateuch was written, that it be- 
came necessary to explain, as well 
as to read, the scriptures to them ; 
a practice adopted by Ezra, and 
since universally followed. In 
later times, as we are told in the 
Acts of the Apostles, chap. xiv. 
21, the books of Moses were thus 
read in the synagogue every Sab- 
bath day. ‘To this laudable cus- 
tom our Saviour conformed ; andin 
the synagogue at Nazareth, read 
* Nehemiah, chap. viii. 3. 





Origin of Texts. 





a passage from the prophet Isaiah, 
then closing the book, returned 
it to the priest, and preached 
from the text. This custom 
which now prevails all over the 
Christian world, was interrupted 
in the dark ages, when the Ethics 
of Aristotle were read in many 
churches on Sunday instead of the 
Holy Scriptures.—Collett’s Relics 
of Literature. 





A GOOD EXPEDIENT FOR THE PRESER- 
VATION OF WEALTH. 


« Riches take to themselves wings and fly away.’’ 


Aw old divine, commeating on this 
passage, observes, ‘Clip their 
wings by seasonable ‘iverality, 
and you will keep them at home.”’ 


DRESS MIND. 


On the Sunday morning before 
going to church, what a dressing 
there is among all classes, and 
what a stir to appear gay and 
pleasing! Is it quite suflicient 
for the great purposes of our ex- 
istence to wash the outside of 
the platter? Curls may be ar- 
ranged, fine tortoise shell combs 
fixed, sparkling ear-rings hung, 
splendid garments displayed, and 
yet perhaps the gay fair one’s 
mind may be poisoned with con- 
ceit, troubled with rivalry, and 
kept on the torture by ignorance 
and vanity. Windsor soap does 
not wash out the stains of the 
heart ; Cologne water cannot 
throw a fragrance over an im- 
pure mind; nor will all the ru- 
bies of Golconda dazzle the re- 
cording angel into forgetfulness 
of filling up the leaves of the 
book of retribution. 
Nat. Advocate. 
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THOUGHTS ON THE DEATH OF A SAB- 
BATH-BREAKER. 

To the Editors of the Christian Magazine, 
Gentlemen,—-I send you a few 
thoughts occasioned by the death 
of a Sabbath-breaker, which you 
are at liberty to insert in the 
Magazine, if you think proper. 

Nothing can be more clear than 
that to reject the Bible, and neg- 
lect the institutions of the gospel, 
is unsafe and dangerous; nor are 
those who do this those only who 
openly deny revelation: for, in 
fact, all those are of this char- 
acter, who do not conform their 
lives to the precepts, and their 
minds and hearts to the doc- 
trines and sentiments, of the word 
of God. 

The Bible was given, that 
learning our evil condition and be- 
coming sensible, through the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit, of our 
aberration from rectitude, we 
might be recovered to the side 
of virtue and salvation. Because, 
whether we will or not, we must 
be associated either with the 
good, or with the bad; with God 
and holy angels and the spirits of 
just men made perfect, or with 
the devil and his angels, and ail 
reprobate spirits: and whoever 
casts away the law of the Lord 
and despises the word of the Holy 
One of Israel—must be associated 
with the latter. 

The way of transgressors is 
hard. So Heaven has decreed, 
and so it must be. There is more- 
over a reason for it in the nature 
of things. God is unalterable not 
merely from choice, but in his 
very nature—So he has taught 
us : * I am the Lord, I change not.’ 
Every thing is in conformity with 
this fact in his character. Exist- 
ing ever the same, there was an 

infinite beauty and loveliness to 
the mind of God in virtue and an 
infinite deformity in sin. In this 
III. 
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view of things, it was, He laid the 
foundations of his government : in 
this view, He created his rational 
offspring: in this view, He gave 
them laws: in this view, He puts 
a difference between the precious 
and the vile: and in this view, 
He will forever treat the sinner 
differentiy from what he will the 
righteous. No circumstances, no 
change of state or outward con- 
dition, can alter the case. Whe- 
ther sinners of this or of that 
character, if still impenitent, God 
must from the nature of things, 
and from the perfection of his 
character, deliver us over un- 
ceasingly to evil and to misery ; 
because that never can be virtue 
which is now vice. 

Depart from the word of God, 
and no one knows to what he may 
be left. He takes part at once 
with the enemies of righteousness, 
and lays himself open to all in- 
iquity—He plants himself openly 
against order and rectitude—Prin- 
ciples sure as those which regu- 
late the sun in his course, ope- 
rate continually to his final over- 
throw—He may hope for success 
and flatter himself in his decep- 
tion for the present, but the 
moment hastens when confusion 
and dread dismay shall over- 
whelm him, forever and ever. 
No man hardeneth himself against 
God to prosper. The eternal 
principles of order shall plague 
him, and the steady movement of 
the Almighty in display of infinite 
benevolence shall set him abashed 
at last, a monument of desolation. 
Men sport with the Bible now. 
It is their jest-book and the butt 
of ribaldry with some. They 
pour contempt upon its doctrines 
and make the humble worshipper 
their song. 

But where is the man to do 
this ? Cut off in an evil hour he is 
gone—or though such remain and 
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abound in the community, they 
shall go as awfully, perhaps, as 
any who have gone before them. 
There is no withstanding God, 
nor the vengeance of his power- 
ful dispieasure. He may long bear 
and forbear, but by and by that 
blow shall come, fatal and eter- 
nally decissive—and it may be a 
hastened blow. 

True, we are not rashly to 
conciude on the final state of men 
from the judgments of God upon 
them; but neither are we to for- 
get that he, that being often re- 
proved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suidenly be destroyed and that 
without remedy. It is the ap- 
pointment of heaven too that ¢ the 
wicked shall not live out half their 
days :’ while ¢ the righteous hath 
hope in his death the wicked are 
driven away in their wickedness.’ 

Always avoiding rash and par- 
ticular references, it cannot be 
too tirmly impressed upon our 
mind, that even in this life, and 
especially in the manner of its 
close, God is wont, not unfre- 
quently, to visit notorious offend- 
ers with special marks of his dis- 
pleasure. 

The events of life may connect 
much more ciosely with charac- 
ter and conduct, than we are 
aware of or can decide upon. 
God sees behind the curtain which 
hides the spiritual world from us, 
and weighs our actions in an even 
balance ; and though He does not 
reiribute fully in the present 
worid, he may vet do it in sufh- 
cient measure to evince his gene- 
eral love oi holiness and hatred 
of sin. ‘Thougi not invariabie 
and sure, there is a constituted 
connexion between piety and hap- 
piness, impiety and misery—To 
live long and see good days, the 
word of God instructs us to keep 
our tongue from evii and our lips 
that they speak no guile: while 
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on the contrary, it threatens us 
that if we refuse instruction, and 
atter repeated warnings, still re- 
main impenitent, we shall be cut 
off with marked displeasure—and 
something according to the life, 
may be the final close. It is the 
way with sinners to wax worse 
and worse. Judgments often 
thicken in proportion to their 
guilt, and the final issue is awful 
and affecting. Behold it in the 
profligate: behold it in the pro- 
fane : behold it in the man of in- 
temperance and _licentiousness. 
They often bear the marks of 
God’s displeasure thicker and 
thicker in poverty, disease and 
disgrace ; in horrors of conscience 
and despair, or in a_ turpidity 
which to a reflecting, serious 
mind, is scarcely less painful and 
distressing. Bold offenders are 
ever liable to sudden and awful 
death. If these men die the com- 
mon death of all men, that is, if 
they die a natural death, then, 
said Moses, * the Lord hath not 
sent me.’ Accordingly they did 
not die a natural death. The 
earth opened and swallowed them 
up. Nor though the day of mir- 
acles is past, have sacred things 
ceased to be profaned. Strange 
fire has been offered by others 
besides Dathan and Abiram; and 
sin is still as offensive in the sight 
of God as it was in the day of 
Moses. The way of transgres- 
sors is a hard way and ever liable 
to an appalling issue. 

Reader, beware of sin—By de- 
gress it becomes the element ot 
him who indulges it—Reason and 


judgment, fear and shame, the 


hope of heaven and the dread of 
hell, are all as nothing to prevent 
indulgence when we once _ be- 
come enslaved. Consider what 
amazing power sin has in the 
soul, and arm yourself against it 
by the word of God and by prayet 


























For surely there is a God in hea- 
ven who marks the enormity of 
sin and will punish the transgres- 
sor with his rebukes. ‘ 


—>— 


For the Christian Magazine. 

I know not, said one, that I 
neglect to do any thing in my 
power to promote the interests of 
true religion in this place; and | 
seem to be held in very little re- 
pute, scarcely any person even 
noticing me. To which it was 
replied, my good Friend, set 
yourself down for nothing, and if 
any person takes you for some- 
thing, it will be all clear gain. 


 lpmenn me 


From the Utica Christian Repository. 
OBJECTIONS TO UNCONDITIONAL SUB- 
MISSION, CONSIDERED; IN A LET- 
TER TO A FRIEND. 


Dear Friend,—I have read Mr. 
S.’s arguments against unconditi- 
onal submission, which appear to 
me more plausible than conclu- 
sive. Submission is as well un- 
derstood, I believe, as resigna- 
tion; and either term properly 
signifies a willingness to suffer 
any evil which God pleases to in- 
flict. This willingness, however, 
does not imply any love to evil, 
but only love to God who inflicts 
it. Love to God is always im- 
plied in submission, which can 
flow from no other source. None 
but a regenerate person, or if you 
please, none but a christian ever 
exercises submission to God under 
any evil which God inflicts, whe- 
ther small or great. Indeed, the 
same spirit of benevoleuce, which 
will dispose a person to submit to 
God, under the least evil, will 
dispose him to submit to God 
under the greatest ; because God 
appears as amiable in_ inflict- 
gin the greatest, as in inflicting 
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the least evil. The difficulty, if 
there be any in this question, lies 
not in determining the pature or 
degree of submission, but in de- 
termining when any rezenerate 
person or real christian ought to 
be wiliing that God should destroy 
him in a future state. To set 
this point in as clear a light as I 
can, | would observe, 

1. That a person may be re- 
generated, and yet not know that 
he isso. ‘Though regeneration 
consists in new aflections, and he 
may know, in the time of it, that 
he does exercise new affectious, 
yet he may not know that his new 
affections are holy affections, and 
consequently not know thai he is 
the subject of a saving change, 
and a real child of God. !ie may 
be in this dark and doubtfui state, 
for days, or weeks, or even tor 
months, after his heart is renew- 
ed. This many a christian has 
declared when he made a public 
profession of religion. 

2. A renewed person or real 
christian, who does not know that 
he is renewed, cannot know that 
he is entitled to eternal life, ac- 
cording to the promises of the 
gospel. Though it be true that 
he is entitled to eternal life, yet 
he sees no evidence of it so long 
as he sees no evidence of being 
a subject of saving grace. There- 
fore, 

3. A regenerate person or real 
christian, in such a situation, 
must view himself as exposed to 
future misery. As he does not 
view himself as a believer, he 
must view himself to be an unbe- 
liever and actually deserving and 
exposed to the punishment of an 
unbeliever; or, in other words, 
he must suppose that God is as 
much disposed to punish him for- 
ever as any other sinner. 

4, While a regenerate person 
or real christian, thus views him- 
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self under a sentence of condem- 
nation, he certainly ought to be 
willing that God should execute 
that sentence of condemnation 
upon him. He certainly must be 
willing that God should do this, 
or eise heis unwilling. But to be 
unwilling, is practically saying that 
God shall not reign over him, or 
dispose of him as shall be most for 
his own glory. Now I ask Mr.S. or 
any other person, how a real sub- 
ject of grace ought to feel in such 
a situation as this? You will say 
he ought to desire salvation. | 
Say so too. But ought he to 
desire salvation absolutely, or 
unconditionally, whether he be 
a subject of grace, or not? He 
does not know that he is a sub- 
ject of grace, or that he ever 
will be. And therefore, he 
does not know but God is morally 
obliged, according to the threat- 
ening of his law, and according 
to his eternal decree, to cast him 
off forever. And should he, in 
this situation, stand and contend 
with his Maker, or cordially sub- 
mit? Iam now ready to meet 
the arguments or objections which 
you mention. 

Objection 1.—None but real 
christians do exercise the virtue 
of true submission to God’s will 
under afflictions, or in the pros- 
pect of them. 

Answer.—-This is said, and 
meant, as an objection against 
those who advocate uncondition- 
al submission, and is really the 
substance of all Mr. 8. has said 
to refute the doctrine he opposes ; 
for all the absurdities he endea- 
deavors to point out, as arising 
from the doctrine, are supposed 
to arise from the character and 
condition of a real christian. But 


this is fighting against a man of 


straw, of his own make. The 
advocates of unconditional sub- 


who wnderstand them- 


mission. 
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selves, freely grant, that it is only 
the subjects of grace, or the real 
christian, that does exercise true 
submission. 1 know indeed that 
Mr. Hooker and Mr. Shepard 
maintained, that a sinner under 
awakeniog and conviction must be 
willing to be cast off forever, ia or- 
der to prepare him for regenera- 
tion or true conversion. ‘This we 
acknowledge is an erroneous 
opinion ; and no Hopkinsian that 
] am acquainted with adopts this 
opinion. 

Objection 2.—If we suppose a 
person submissively resigned to 
future misery, we must suppose 
him, of course, to be a christian. 

Answer.— Freely and fully grant- 
ed, as being nothing to the pur- 
pose. 

Objection 3.—We have, then, 
this incongruity presented. Here 
is a christian, resigned to future 
evil, which can by no_ possibility 
take place under the government 
of God. For God cannot, without 
a sacrifice of his veracity, permit 
a real christian to perish. 

Answer.—Very true ; but what 
then’? Though God cannot per- 
mit a real christian to perish, and 
though a real christian, who 
knows he is a real christian, ought 
not to be willing that God should 
violate his promise, and cast him 
off forever ; yet, it by no means 
follows, that a real christian, who 
does not know that he is a real 
christian, ought not to be willing 
that God should cast him off for- 
ever, if his own glory requires 
him to do it. And if he be not 
a christian, as he supposes he is 
not, he cannot know but the glo- 
ry of God will require him to cast 
him off torever. His duty is pre- 
cisely the same in his supposed 
situation as it would be if he 
were not a real christian. 

bjection 4.—It follows, then, 
as the evil in question is nof. un- 





























der the government of God, a 
possible one, that a supposed re- 
signation to it, is not, and cannot 
be true submission ; for true sub- 
mission is resignation to present 
evils, or to those which are cer- 
tain in prospect. This, therefore, 
is imaginary submission. It costs 
but iittle, and is worth still less. 
nswer.—A reai christian may 
exercise as real submission to a 
supposed evil, as to areal one. 
And if he does not exercise as 
real submission to a supposed 
evil, as to a reai one, he is as 
guilty, as if the supposed evil 
had been a real evil. When Jo- 
seph’s brethren came to their fa- 
ther and made him believe that 
Joseph had been torn to pieces, 
by a wild beast, ought not Jacob 
to have been submissive to God, 
under his supposed bereavement ? 
And was he not criminal in feel- 
ing, and saying as he did? ‘It is 
my sou’s coat; an evil beast hath 
devoured him: Joseph is without 
doubt rent in pieces. And Ja- 
cob rent his clothes, and put 
sackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. 
And all his sons and all his daugh- 
ters rose up to comfort him, but 
he refused to be comforted.”— 
Though his son was not dead, yet 
he verily believed that he was 
dead, and that Ged had bereaved 
him of his darling. In this be- 
lief he was altogether inexcusa- 
ble in refusing to submit to God, 
and to be comforted. And surely, 
if he had submitted to this sup- 
posed, or if you please, imaginary 
evil, it would have cost him much, 
and been worth all the gold of 
Ophir. The application is easy. 
A real christian, who believes he 
is not a real christian, ought to 
be willing to suffer that future 
punishment, which God might in- 
flict upon him, if he were, and 
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always should be an impenitent 
sinner. 

Objection 5.—Imaginary sub- 
mission can never be a real test 
of christian character. Actual 
submission only is evidence of it. 
Indeed, no state of mind which 
depends upon the future, can ever 
be at present, evidence of a chris- 
tian temper. We appeal, and 
must appeal to past experience, 
or present actua! experience only, 
for a test of our reiigion. Sub- 
mission, then, to a supposed mis- 
ery that is future, is no evidence 
to us of religion, unless that mi- 
sery is so certain that it becomes 
present. But in the case suppo- 
sed, the misery is not only future 
but actually impossible. 

Answer.—ls it not a present evil, 
te expect, and fear, a future and 
eternal evil? Has it not been 
showa that a real christian, who 
does not know, nor think, that he 
is a real christian, has just ground 
to expect, and fear, a future, and 
eternal evil? His fear is not 
imaginary, but reali; and his sub- 
mission ought not to be imaginary, 
but real. His case exactly re- 
sembles Jacob’s. He supposed 
his son was dead; and his sup- 
position, though not founded in 
reality, was yet founded upon 
credible evidence, and such as 
carried full conviction to his mind, 
and laid him under moral obliga- 
tion to be really and immediate- 
ly submissive to the supposed 
will of God ; yea, to the rea) will 
of God; for it was his revealed 
will that he should be submissive 
to him in the mournful situation 
in which he had really placed 
him. So it is the real will of God, 
that a real christian, who does 
not know, nor believe, that he is 
a real christian, should be at that 
time, whether before or after he 
has had a hope, willing that he 
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should cast him off forever, if his 
giory requires it, as he does not 
know but it may. I now ask 
whether unreserved submission 
to the divine disposal, is not di- 
rectly calculated to remove the 
doubts of a doubting christian, 
and whether any thing else can 
remove his doubts? Submission 
in this case is the test, and the 


only infallible test to himself of 


his christian character. If a 
doubting christian comes to be 
submissive to God whether he 
should save or destroy him, he 
then has an infallible evidence 
thai he is a friend of God, and 
that God is his friend, which 
must remove his painful doubts. 

OL jection 6.— There are other 
diflicuities still, attending this spe- 
culation. <A siate of future mise- 
ry, involves a state of future div- 
obedience and rebeilion against 
God. And we have already seen 
that submission can never be op- 
posed to obedience. Submission 
toa state of future obedience is 
absolute rebellion. 

Answer.—It is granted that pre- 
sent submission is inconsistent 
with present disobedience. No 
person in the actual exercise of 
submission to God, can, by that 
actual submission, disobey God. 
But how does it appear, that pre- 
sent submission to God, is incon- 
sistent with tuture disobedience 
to him? Does not a rea! chris- 
tian, in the morning of life, de- 
sire that God would not take him 
away in the midst of his days, 
but allow him to live longer in 
this world? But does he not ex- 
pect, that, if he should live to 
the common age of man, he shall 
be guilty of more or less disobe- 
dience to God in that period ? Is 
he not, then, willing, at present, 
to disobey God in future; And 
is his present willingness to dis- 
obey God in future, when he has 
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told him that he shall not be per- 
fect in this life, present disobe- 
dience ? It is real submission to 
a certain, expected evil, which 
he hates in its own nature. But 
if a christian may be submissive 
to God, in appointing him to dis- 
obedience in time, why may he 
not be submissive to God, in ap- 
pointing him to disobedience in 
eternity. Supposing God had 
told Lucifer, the day before he 
disobeyed, | have determined 
that to-morrow you shall disobey. 
Ought not Lucifer to have said, 
from the heart, | submit. Not 
my will, but thine be done? And 
had he felt and said this, would 
his submission to future disobe- 
dience, have been present, ac- 
tual disobedience? | leave it to 
Mr. S. to solve these cases of con- 
science, which I have mentioned. 
Objection 7.—But the question 
sometimes comes up in this form : 
If we could be assured, that it 
would be for the glory of God 
that we should be cast off, ought 
we not to acquiesce? And, in 
answer to this, | have simply to 
observe, that such an assurance 
is absolutely impossible. God 
cannot break his promises. God 
cannot change his character. It 
cannot be for his glory that those 
should be miserable forever, who 
are submissive to his will. Of 
what use is it, then, to state and 
reason from cases that are im- 
possible ones, and subversive of 
the whole nature and government 
of God, if they should occur? 
Much more, how can it be a test 
of christian character, to conjec- 
ture how we should act and feel, 
or ought to act and feel, in cases 
that are actually impossible ? 
Answer.—It is readily conced- 
ed, that a christian, who does 
not know nor believe that he isa 
christian, cannot be assured that 
it would be for the glory of God 























that he should be cast off; and 
it is asserted, on the other hand, 
that a christian, who does not 
know nor believe that he is a 
christian, cannot be assured that 
it would be for the glory of God 
that he should be saved. For 
God cannot break his promises, 
nor his purposes. ‘The christian, 
who does not know that he is a 
christian, cannot know what God’s 
purposes are respecting him ; and 
therefore, it is his present duty 
to be willing that He should exe- 
cute his purposes, whether they 
are in his favor or against him. 
His present state of uncertainty 
requires him to exercise present 
submission, whether his future 
state should be either happy or 
miserable. And his present sub- 
mission or opposition to God, in 
his present state of uncertainty, 
is a criterion, to determine whe- 
ther he feels right or wrong at 
present; but not to determine 
whether he is a real christian or 
not. For though he may feel 
wrong in his present state of 
darkness, he may atterwards feel 
right, as Jacob did, after he had 
refused to submit and be com- 
forted. 

Objection 8.—It is again asked, 
Is it not the duty of those who are 
cast off, to submit to their condi- 
tion? And if you will only view 
this question as it respects differ- 
ent considerations, it is very easy 
to answer it. As to that part of 
the future state of condemnation, 
which involves disobedience and 
rebellion, it is no duty to submit 
to this, but to become obedient 
and cease from rebellion. And 
in regard to actual misery, fallen 
spirits are bound to acknowledge 
the justice of God in it, and their 
full desert of it. but it is their 
duty to repent and reform, and, 
were it possible, to deliver them- 
selves from misery, though we 
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have reason to believe that they 
will never do this.” 

Answer.—The spirits in prison 
are undoubtedly bound cordially 
to acknowledge the justice of God 
in punishing them forever, and 
cordially to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of God in continuing 
them in a state of moral depravi- 
ty forever. And the cordial ac- 
knowledgement of both the jus- 
tice and sovereignty of God to- 
wards them, I should call perfect 
submission to God both as to their 
sinfulness and misery. 

Mr. S. concludes his arguments 
or objections against uncondition- 
al submission, with the following 
general observations, which de- 
serve some notice : 

‘On the whole it is a matter 
of regret, that this subject has 
been agitated in our churches. 
It is easy to perceive that much 
has been said upon it, without 
definite ideas of the nature of 
true submission, and much said a- 
gainst it with mistaken apprehen- 
sions of the design of those who 
advocate the affirmative. What 
is aimed at, I take to be these 
simple truths—The will of God 
is the rule of right, and creatures 
ought to submit to that will—The 
law of God is perfectly just, and 
we ought to approve of it, though 
it condemn our conduct—We 
ought to feel that we deserve to 
be cast off, and it is mere grace 
which delivers us from destruc- 
tion. To these truths we all 
accede. Why not inculcate them, 
then, in this simple and intelligi- 
ble form, and not endeavor to 
impress them by the statement 
of cases, which are revolting to 
the feelings, and impossible in 
the nature of things! Most of 
the disputants upon these subjects 
seem to me to have left submis- 
sion undefined, and not to have 
distinguished between active obe- 
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dience and suflering with resigna- 
tion, or showa how the one stood 
related to the other, or that the 
one can never intertere with the 
other. 

Answer.—Will not all those 
who are finally cast off at the last 
day, be constrained to accede, 
in their understandings and con- 
sciences, to these simple truths. 
“That the will of God is the 
rule of right, and creatures ought 
to submit to that will—That the 
law of God is perfectly just, and 
they ought to approve of it, 
though it condemn their conduct 
—That they ought to feel that 
they deserve to be cast off, and 
that it would have been mere 
grace, to have delivered them 
from eternal sin and misery ? ” 

But will those who are finally 
cast off exercise any true sub- 
mission ? Is a sense of moral ob- 
ligation to obey God the same as 
obeying him? Is a sense of our 
desert of being punished for dis- 
obeying God, the same as sub- 
mitting to his hand and heart in 
punishing us? Is there any thing 
in Mr. S.’s definition of submis- 
sion, that an unregenerate man, 
remaining unregenerate, may not 
feel and express? | regret that 
the doctrine of unconditional sub- 
mission, has not been better de- 
fined, and more repeatedly, and 
forcibly inculcated in our chur- 
ches, than it ever has been, 
and especially of late. Young 
men think old men to be foois,”’ 
but it would be well if young 
men would remember the last 
clause of the proverb. 

SENEX. 


I 


Aut your hope, light and comfort, 
must be derived trom one little 
book, which may be carried in 
your pocket. 
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CANDID REMARKS ADDRESSED TO 


CHRISTIANS ON THE SUBJECT OF 
THEIR HAVING CONCERN IN LOT- 
TERIES. 


Tue writer of the following re- 
marks has no wish to narrow the 
views or feelings of his christian 
brethren, or to prevent them 
from engaging in any pursuits 
consonant with their sacred pro- 
fession. But the best understand- 
ing which he has been able to 
obtain of the subject of lotteries, 
has given him the conviction that 
a concern in them, whether as 
founders or conductors, or vend- 
ers or purchasers of tickets, is 
among those things which, to the 
christian, are inexpedient and un- 
lawful. 

The several arguments which 
are urged in favor of lotteries, 
appear to him by no means suffi- 
cient to establish their innocence. 
The end which they have in 
view is often adduced for their 
justification. We are told of an 
increase to the revenues of goy- 
ernment; of the promotion of 
works of public utility ; of aid to 
the cause of literature and sci- 
ence. And it is true that lotte- 
ries are usually established for 
good purposes: rarely, and per- 
haps never, for purposes abso- 
lutely evil. But this fact is very 
far from rendering it certain that 
their establishment is either wise 
or innocent. Gaming-houses, and 
even brothels, have in some coun- 
tries been licensed, and made to 
yield a public revenue ; and thus, 
in a certain respect, have afford- 
ed aid to objects of usefulness. 
But what christian would there- 
fore approve of them? Who does 
not see that the mischiefs arising 
from them, in other respects, 
must a thousand times exceed the 
trifling benefits which they are 
made to produce? And so the 



























simple fact that a lottery is estab- 
lished for a good purpose, may 
be utterly insufficient to justify 
its establishment, or to render it 
proper for christians to have any 
concern with it. If a lottery is 
an evil in itself, it ought to be 
entirely avoided. We are not al- 
lowed to do evil, that good may 
come. 

it is true that professed chris- 
tians sometimes have had concern 
in lotteries. And this has led 
others to think well of them, and 
to become interested in them 
likewise. But itis to be remem- 
bered that even good men have 
sometimes done wrong. And the 
very practice now referred to, it 
is believed, is an instance in which 
such wrong has been committed, 
either through want of considera- 
tion, or through that false rea- 
soning which supposes the end to 
sanctify the means. 

It has been said that the prin- 
ciple of lotteries is the same as 
that of insurance: and this has 
been adduced as another argu- 
ment in their favor. But this as- 
sertion is certainly erroneous. 
The cases are widely different. 
The business of insurance is, for 
substance, the creation of a com- 
mon fund, from which, by a pre- 
vious contribution to it, those on 
whom the casualties of life fall, 
may be saved from embarrass- 
ment and distress. Insurance 
affords relief only where there 
has been loss; and affords it 
there, not at random, but on the 
principles of open and fair deal- 
ing. Nothing like this can be 
claimed for lotteries. 

Some have attempted to justify 
lotteries by referring to that cast- 
ing of lots often mentioned in the 
scriptures. But these cases evi- 
dently have no such resemblance 
as is contended for. That casting 
of lots mentioned in the scriptures 
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was a solemn appeal to God, im- 
ploring his decision of matters in 
which his own glory was concern- 
ed, or which the human powers 
were thought incompetent rightly 
to determine. But so far as lot- 
teries are an appeal to God, they 
are marked with profaneness. 
The matter to be determined is a 
few dollars, voluntarily placed at 
hazard, in the hope of obtaining 
a larger sum, without labor, and 
at the expense of others. Here 
is no necessity for an appeal to 
God. The very attempt to ob- 
tain wealth in this way, is a thing, 
it would seem, of which God must 
disapprove. And if an appeal is 
made to him, it is an appeal 
which takes his name in vain. 
And of this every man may be 
convinced by examining facts 
connected with lotteries, as well 
as by examining the principles on 
which they rest. From both 
sources he will learn that there 
is.no more resemblance between 
the appeal made to God in com- 
mon lotteries, and that made to 
him by the scriptural casting of 
lots, than there is between pro- 
fane swearing and the solemnity 
of an oath. 

In many well regulated commu- 
nities, lotteries are absolutely 
prohibited by the civil law. 
Where such is the case, there is 
an additional reason why the 
christian should stand aloof from 
them. He is certainly under 
sacred obligations to obey the 
laws of the land. And howa 
professed christian can stand forth 
in the face of those laws, and let 
the whole community see him 
discard their authority, it is difti- 
cult to conceive. The influence 
of his example is evil, and espe- 
cially on younger minds. Let 
the rising generation only act at 
large on the principle which he 
sanctions, and there is an end to 
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all the blessings of our free and 
enlightened institutions. And the 
same consideration is worthy of 
the serious regard of all other 
men of honorable sentiments, who 
countenance lotteries when pro- 
hibited. By violating the civil 
laws, they weaken the force of 
those laws on the wnole commu- 
nity, and help to break down the 
barriers by which our dearest in- 
terests are guarded.—But even 
where the civil law allows of 
lotteries, it is not on this account 
certain that they are lawful to 
the christian. He has a higher 
law to which he stands accounta- 
ble: a law that takes a deeper 
hold of his conduct, and exacts a 
stricter account of the moral in- 
fluence which he exerts, than any 
of the rules devised by men. He 
has made a solemn vow that he 
will be governed by the law of 
God, and by that he will be judg- 
ed. What, then, is the decision 
of that law on the subject betore 
us. 

For an answer to this question, 
consider a moment what lotteries 
are, and what are the effects 
which they tend to produce. 
Lotteries are a species of gamb- 
ling. Seme may not have been 
accustomed to view them in this 
light. But a very little conside- 
ration will show that they cannot 
admit of a softer definition. In 
every lottery, money, or proper- 
ty, is placed at stake, and those 
who place it there win or lose on 
the same principle precisely, as 
though the matter were settled 
by throwing dice, or by any other 
game of chance. It is of no con- 
sequence to the argument that 
persons who merely purchase 
tickets, do not themselves play 
the game. They stake the mo- 
ney, and then look on while a 
third person, with their consent 
and approbation, plays it for them. 
And how can a man justify him- 
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self in doing this, by any reason- 
ing which would not justify bim 
in sitting down at the gambler’s 
table? Between lotteries and 
other games of chance there 
may, indeed, be a circumstantial 
difference ; but the general na- 
ture of both is the same. It is 
alike true of them both that pro- 
perty is voluntarily placed at 
hazard ; that, of the persons con- 
cerned, some win, and some lose ; 
and that those who are success- 
ful, are so at the expense of 
others, without any virtuous en- 
terprize or industry of their own. 
Lotteries, then, are nothing less 
than a branch of gambling. And 
this would seem a sufficient rea- 
son why they should be utterly 
avoided by every one who pro- 
fesses himself a servant of a holy 
God. Let every christian who 
stands connected with them, either 
as a vender or purchaser of tick- 
ets, or as a promoter of them in 
any other way, ask himself sol- 
emnly, if such a practice can be 
consistent with his sacred pro- 
fession. 

Lotteries, like all other kinds 
of gambling, produce mischiey- 
ous effects. They are destruc- 
tive of industry. It is evidently the 
will of God that men should live 
by honest labor in some lawful 
calling. And when they turn a- 
side from his appointment in this 
respect, evils always ensue. But 
the whole tendency of lotteries, 
is, to turn them aside, and fill 
them with vain expectations of 
wealth without labor. The man 
who has purchased a ticket, must 
frequently visit the lottery-office 
—the place where he hopes his 
fortune is to be made. This con- 
sumes his time, and gives a check 
to his lawful business. He is 
likely moreover to reason with 
himself that if he should obtain 
the wished for prize, it will be 
more than sufficient to remune- 























rate him for his lost hours; and 
hence he feeis less concerned 
that his hours should be thus con- 
sumed. Pursuing this course, his 
habits of sober industry are gra- 
dually undermined, and are suc- 
ceeded by idleness, and a reli- 
ance on chance for the means of 
subsistence, or for an increase of 
his property. It is not, indeed, 
every case which proceeds to this 
length. But that such is the ten- 
dency of lotteries, is too evident 
to admit of a doubt. And that, 
in many cases, such, to a greater 
or less degree, are their actual 
effects, is equally evident and cer- 
tain. It isin the very nature of 
lotteries, to unhinge the sober 
and industrious habits of the com- 
munity, and to lead men to seek 
a livelihood, without industry, at 
the expense of each other. And 
a system which merely has a ten- 
dency to such results, ought cer- 
tainly never to be countenanced 
by a weil-wisher to his fellow 
men. 

Lotteries lay a heavy tax on 
that class of persons who are 
least able to bear it. The greater 
part of the tickets which are sold, 
are sold probably to the poorer 
half of the community. The 
splendid scheme which is held up 
to their view, and the specious 
representation which is given of 
the subject, inflame them with 
inordinate desires, and witb un- 
reasonable hopes, of a_ prize. 
They take the money which 
ought to be appropriated in other 
ways, and pay it for a ticket: 
which coming up a blank, their 
money,tothem, is lost. They are 
not satisfied, but must try their 
fortune again. And this being 
followed by a similar result, they 
must try yet again. And thus 
their hard earnings are squander- 
ed away, while they themselves, 
or their families, are deprived of 
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the comforts which might have 
been procured; and, in some 
cases, even while they are unable 
to pay the debts which they have 
already contracted for the neces- 
saries of life. A fact related to 
the writer, illustrates this remark. 
A poor man was called on for the 
payment of a debt of sixteen dol- 
lars. He had not money to pay 
it, and could not obtain it. But 
it was known that he had, with- 
in a given period preceding, ex- 
pended eighty dollars in the pur- 
chase of tickets, most or all of 
which he had lost. Probably 
other instances exist similar to 
this. Shall the poor be encou- 
raged to gamble away their mo- 
ney, when they cannot pay their 
honest debts? And shall chris- 
tians help to uphold that system 
of gambling, by which the poor 
are induced to pursue this wretch- 
ed course? It may, indeed, be 
said that there is no compulsion 
used: that every man acts free. 
But, allowing this to be the case, 
is there no harm in holding out 
the temptation? Is there no harm 
in being accessary to the mischief, 
and helping to uphold the sys- 
tem which produces it ? 

It is true that occasionally a 
poor man draws a valuable prize. 
And there are instances in which 
such an one uses the acquisition 
well. But instances of this kind 
are not numerous. A sudden 
change from poverty to wealth, 
is far from being favorable to a 
man’s real welfare. He, who is 
the subject of this change, is not 
prepared for it. He knows not 
the value of the _ property 
which he has received. He is 
perhaps lifted up with pride. 
And eften his chief concern is to 
devise methods of spending what 
he has so easily obtained. Atew 
hundred dollars acquired gradual- 
Jy by honest industry, are really 
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of more worth to a man, than as 
many thousands thrown into his 
hands suddenly without costing 
him any iabor. And no man is 
in fact thought much better of by 


those around him, on account of 


the riches which he obtains by 
lotteries. The community will 
not feel for him that regard and 
esteem, which they feel for one 
who has acquired wealth by his 
own virtuous enterprize. They 
view him rather as one who is 
made rich at the expense of 
others, without any merit of his 
own : as the gamester sweeps the 
table, and takes the purses of 
his comrades, merely because 
chance, in its random movements, 
happened to fall out in a particu- 
lar manner. Money, then, in lot- 
teries, is collected trom the many, 
and bestowed upon the few, with- 
out any regard to ability or merit, 
and in most cases to the material 
injury of those who gain, as well 
as of those who lose. 

Other mischiefs not unfrequent- 
ly arise trom them, While the 
holder of a ticket waits for the 
day of drawing, he often feels 
an uncomfortable anxiety : and 
when the drawing is over, he of- 
ten feels an uncomfortable disap- 
pointment, and envies those who 
have been more fortunate. And 
while these emotions, and others 
kindred to them which the lot- 
tery excites, agitate his breast, 
he cannot be a happy man: nor 
can these feelings do otherwise 
than leave an injurious impression 
on his character. And then, when 
habits of in/ustry are weakened, 
and those of idleness are induced, 
as is too often the case, a great 
step is taken towards other kinas 
of gambling. ‘he transition to 


them is by no means difficult. 
And these are very naturally fol- 
lowed by tippling and protane- 
jess, with their attendant evils. 
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It is not, indeed, meant that every 
purchaser of lottery tickets, runs 
this career. But it is meant that 
there is a tendency in lotteries to 
lead onward to such results ; and 
that sometimes, in a greater or 
less degree, they actually do 
lead to such results. 

The evils of lotteries, which 
have now been mentioned, have 
long been lamented by many of 
the wise and good. On the ground 
of these evils it is that lotteries 
have been prohibited by the civil 
government of different countries. 
And there appears abundant rea- 
son why they should be thus pro- 
hibited. in Great-Britain, where 
they have been sometimes pro- 
hibited, and sometimes allowed, 
since their first introduction there, 
they have been of late utterly 
abolished. A committee of the 
House of Commons, several years 
ago, to whom the subject was re- 
ferred, ‘strongly recommended 
their entire abolition.” ‘ The 
evidence adduced before them,” 
says a writer of that country, 
‘‘unfolded a dreadful scene of 
misery, vice, and ruin, brought 
on by means of lotteries.” And 
although the measure recom- 
mended, was not then adopted, 
yet the friends of piety, and vir- 
tue, and good order, did not suf- 
fer the subject to rest. They 
persevered, and have at length 
realized the accomplishment of 
their wishes. As a later wri- 
ter, who denominates the system 
‘¢ manifestly unchristian and im- 
moral,” says, “we feel deeply 
grateful that the nuisance is now 
at length abolished.” 

From the ‘ misery, vice, and 
ruin,” produced by lotteries in 
Great-Britain, where the system 
has been longer pursued, it would 
be well for other communities to 
receive instruction. And espe- 
cially where laws prohibiting lot- 














teries already exist, it would 
seem, from these facts, to require 
much and careful deliberation be- 
fore they are repealed. If the 
wholesome restraints established 
by our fathers for the good of the 
community, are, one after an- 
other, to be thrown off, as differ- 
ent persons feel them to be irk- 
some, we shall soon lose the rich 
legacy which has been bequeath- 
ed us in our valuable institutions. 
And it is particularly to be desir- 
ed that professed christians, in- 
stead of being found the patrons 
of lotteries, should, like their 
brethren on the other side of the 
Atlantic, exert a contrary influ- 
ence, and labor for their sup- 
pression. It is time for the disci- 
ples of Jesus to put away evil, 
and to have no concern with any 
thing which is not praiseworthy 
and of good report. And to them 
the foregoing remarks are re- 
specttully, and affectionately sub- 
mitted, in the hope that they will 
lead to serious consideration, and 
inquiry after the truth; and that, 
so far as the truth is here exhibit- 
ed, or shall be otherwise discov- 
ered, it may be obeyed. Earth 
with its little scenes will soon 
close, and eternity will be all. 
May every disciple of the Lord 
exert that influence in the world, 
which will be attended with the 
happiest results in the world to 
come. 


THE ART OF IMPROVING LIFE. 


Ir is astonishing how much more 
anxious people are to lengthen 
lite than to improve it; and as 
misers often lose large sums of 
money in attempting to make 
more, so do hypochondriacs squan- 
der large sums of time in search 
of nostrums by which they vain- 
Jy hope they may get more time 
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to squander. Thus the diurnals 
give us ten thousand recipes to 
live long, for one to live well; 
and hence the use of that pre- 
sent which we have, is thrown 
away in idle schemes of how we 
shall abuse that future we may 
not have. No man can promise 
himself even fiity years of life, 
but any man may, if he please, 
live in the proportion of fiity 
years in forty :—let him rise ear- 
ly, that he may have the day be- 
fore him ; and let him make the 
most of the day, by determining 
to expend it on two sorts of ac- 
quaintance only, those by whom 
something may be got, and those 
from whom something may be 
learnt.—Lacon. 


MISSIONARY ANECDOTES. 


THE following Anecdotes were related 
at the late annual meeting of the 
Kingston Branch Wesleyan Society 
(Jamaica. ) 

A respectable Bristol merchant, 
was waited on by a clergyman, to 
solicit a donation in behalf of a 
religious institution—he gave him 
201. 

While conversing, a letter was 
brought to the merchant, and af- 
ter having perused it, he said Sir, 
I must request you to return the 
money, this letter informs me of 
the loss of a vessel, hy which 
[ am deprived of 30,000/.—the 
clergyman did so—the merchant 
withdrew to his study, and return- 
ed with a bill of 100/. saying, Sir, 
take this money, my property is 
at God’s disposal, and af I will 
not give wt, God will take it. 

A lady one morning, applied to 
some gentlemen who were ap- 
pointed to examine the tickets of 
ad: ission to a missionary meet- 
ing in England, and as she had ne 
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ticket (not being a subscriber) 
they were obliged according to 
the established rule, reluctantly 
to reiuse admission—she retired 
a few paces and again addressing 
the gentlemen said ; I stated that 
| was not a subscriber, but I for- 
got, lama subscriber—I had one 
son, the prop of my declining 
years, and I have given him to the 
God of missions. 

A man had retired from busi- 
ness after being very successful, 
but had become so _ penurious 
that he would not part with a 
penny to assist the poor.—From 
a variety of circumstances, how- 
ever, this man was again reduced 
to indigence. He reflected in his 
poverty, how hard and unfeeling 
he had been in the days of pros- 
perity, and vowed, if God did 
but raise him a second time, that 
a proportion of his wealth should 
be devoted to charitable purposes. 
God in his mercy did raise him a 
second time, but the rich man 
now became as hard hearted as 
before, and again he was reduced 
to want and indigence. Oh, 
thought he, with himself now, 
how justly do I deserve this load 
of affliction, could I, but be spar- 
ed to become once more a fortu- 
nate man, I should never forget 
the hand that raised me from the 
dust. 

In answer to his prayers, provi- 
dence smiled upon him again, and 
he felt that sentiment in its full 






































DEATH OF MR. HALL. 


It becomes our duty to announce, that 
the oldest missionary of the Board has 
been called from his labors, and from 
a mission, too, which, as it would 
seem to a human observer, could not 
well dispense with his services. The 
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force. ‘ tie that soweth sparing- 
ly, shall also reap sparingiy.” 
He gave to the cause liberaliy— 
was raised to wealth and atiluence 
a third time—and the end of tuat 
man was better than the begin- 
ning. 


BRAINERD. 


Wnuart Foster said of Howard has 
been appiied to Brainerd. The 
energy oi his eterminatio: was 
so great, that if, instead of beg 
habitual, it had been shown owy 
for a short time, on particuiar oc- 
casions, it would have appeared a 
vehement impetuo-ity ; but, by 
being unintermitted, it had an 
equability of manner’ which 
scarcely appeared to exceed the 
tone of a caim constancy, it was 
so totally the reverse of any thing 
like turbulence or agitation. It 
was the calmness of an intensity 
kept uniform by the nature of the 
human mind fobidding it to be 
more and the character of the 
individual forbidding it to be less. 
His conduct implied an incon- 
ceivable severity of conviction 
that he had one thing to do; and 
that he who would do some great 
thing in this short life must apply 
himself to the work with such a 
concentration of jorces as to idle 
spectators, who live only to amuse 
themselves, looks like insanity.— 
History of Missvons. 
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missionary to whom we refer, is the 
Rev. Gorpon HALL. 


On the 2d of March last, Mr. Hall 
left Bombay on a tour for preaching on 
the cuntineat, which he prosecuted 
with his characteristic zeal and enter- 
prize, until the 20th of the same month, 







































when, at Dhoorlee-Dapoor, near Nas- 
seek, a‘. in the morning, he was seiz- 
ed viol -sily with the cholcra, which, 


in little me van eight hours, termi- 
nated his li ‘hese are ail the facts, 
which hav. y:t ceme to our knowl- 
edge, except thu. ir, Graves, his sur- 
viving fellow-r+. siomary says, he im- 


pa ted suitavle ad,ice to those around 
his couch--prayed wth them--and 
several times gave expression to his 
feelings, in ascriptions of praise and 
glory to God. The violent, the over- 
wheimiug nature of hi- disease would, 
of course, permit but few remarks of 
any kind to be wade. He was attend- 
ed by two native youths. 

Mr. Hall is known to have been one 
of four young men, who, while mein- 
bers of Williams College, some years 
before the formation of the American 
Board, made missions to the heathen 
a question of dep personal concern, 
and dwelt upon it with feelings of in- 
terest, inspired and cherished by faith, 
and hope, and charity. ‘i hree of these 
—Vills, Richards, and Hall— are now 
dead ; and, far from their native land, 
among the heathen whem they loved, 
lie the remains of the two last; while 
the hones of Samuel J. Miils were de- 
posited in the African waves. They 
saw the answer to their prayers, and 
eminently were thi vy honored in the 
instrumentality, hy which that answer 
was secured. While American mis- 
sions are remembered in the land 
which gave them birth, or in lands 
which they have blessed, the naines 
of these men, and those of their asso- 
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ciates, will be cherished, with aa en- 
deared recollection of their Christian 
heroism. 

Among Mr. Hall's natural qualities, 
force of mind was the most prominent ; 
and this he possessed in so high a de- 
gree, as to predispose and to qualify 
him for great undertakings. Connect- 
ed with this, was so much piety and 
moral courage, as rendered him, by 
the grace of God, strong and unyield- 
ing in purposes of Christian henevo- 
lence; and, blessed with health, he 
held on his way, amid numerous trials 
and discouragements, until he thought 
he beheld the dawn of the morning, 
and saw the clouds breaking and the 
star of promise shining in the east. 

It is to be noted, with lively gra- 
titude, and not without admiration 
of providence, that Mr. Hall was 
spared tothe mission, and to the Mah- 
ratta people, long enough to see the 
entire New Testament translated into 
the Mahratta language, and issued from 
the press, after very diligent and care- 
ful revision, This desirable and im- 
portant object was attained just be- 
fore he commenced the fatal tour. 

The afflicted widow of Mr. Hall is 
now in this country, with her only 
surviving child, as is known to our 
readers. Of English birth, and of 
course a stranger here, and now be- 
reaved, she will doubtless find an al- 
leviation of sorrow in Christian sym- 
pathy, as well as in reliance on the 
‘* Father of the fatherless, and Judge 
of the widows.” 

Missionary Herald. 


Orvinations and ¥ustallations. 


June 23,—Rev. Joun W. Apams 
of Auburn Seminary, was ordain- 
ed Pastor of the First Preshyte- 
rian Church in Syracuse, N. Y. 
Sermon by Rev. Dr. Richards. 

June 25,—Rey. Esenezer Ma- 
son was installed Pastor of the Re- 
formed Dutch Church of Brook- 
lyn, L. 1. Sermon by Rev. Dr. 
McMurray. 

June 27,—Rev. Dantet H. Jonn- 
SON was installed Pastor of the 





Presbyterian Church in Wind- 
ham, N. Y. Sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Henshaw. 

June 28,—Rev. Tromas L. Suie- 
MAN Was installed Pastor of the 
Church in Southbury, Ct. 

July 12,—Rev. Vernon D. Tay- 
LoR was ordained Pastor of the 
Congregational Church in Eliza- 
bethtown, N. Y. Sermon by Rev. 
Mr. Hopkins. 

July 19.—Rery. Arewstrs B 
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Reep was installed Pastor of the 
First Congregational Church in 
Ware. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Snell, 
of North Brookfield. 

Aug. 16,—Rev. Natnan Hoyt 
was ordained at Stillwater, N. Y. 
by the Presbytery of Aibany, as 
an Evangelist. Sermon by Rev. 
Mr. Clarke, of Charlton. 

August 23,—Rev. Mr. Monteitu 
was ordained Pastor of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Pearl street, 
New-York. Sermon by Rev. Dr. 
Rowan. 

Ordained over the Congrega- 
tional Church and Society in Spen- 
cer, Ms. Rev. Levi Packarp. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Mr. Huntington, of 
North Bridgewater. Rev. Joun 
Wixper, Jr. was at the same time 
ordained as an Evangelist. 

At Westfield, Vt. over the Con- 
gregational Church, the Rev. S1- 
Las Lams. Sermon by Rev. P. 
Bailey, of Berkshire. 

At Sutton, Rev. Joun Martsy, 
over the Congregational Church. 


Sermon by Rev. Mr. Hoadley, of 
Worcester. 

At Strong, Me. 
Harpy, over the Congregational 


Rev. Jacos 
Church. Sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Tappan, of Augusta. 

At Stow, Vt. over the Congre- 
gational Society, the Rev. Ratpin 
A. Watkins. Sermon by Rev. J. 
N. Loomis. 

At Northampton, Ms. over the 
second Congregational Society, 
the Rev. E. B. Hatt. Sermon by 
Rev. Dr. Ware. 


At Rush, Monroe county, N. Y. 
Rev. Erie Prince, as an Evange- 
list, by the Genessee Consocia- 
tion. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Whit- 
tlesey. 

Sept. 13,—Rev. Thomas Ver- 
non, was ordained Pastor of the 
Congregational Society in Reho- 
both, Introductory Prayer, by 
Rev. Mr. Fisk, of Wrentham; Ser- 
mon by Rev. Mr. Mann, of Bris- 
tol, R. I.; Consecrating Prayer 
bv Rev, Mr. Wilson, of Provi- 
dence, R. 1.; Charge to the Pas- 
tor, by Rev. Mr. Andros, of Berke- 
ly; Right Hand of Fellowship, 
by Rev. Mr. Townsend, of Sher- 
burne; Address to the Church 
and Society, by Rev. Mr. Cogs- 
well, of Dedham; Concluding 
Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Williams, of 
Attleboro’. 

Sept. 27,—Mr. Tuomas Goop- 
WILLIE was ordained to the office 
of the gospel ministry, by the 
Associate Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge N. Y. and admitted as as- 
sistant and successor to his father, 
the Rev. David G. 

Sept. 27,—Rev. A. Brown was 
ordained over the North Church 
and Society in Hartford, Vt. Ser- 
mon by Rev. President Tyler, of 
Dartmouth College. 

October 5,—Rev. Freperick E. 
Cannon was installed over the 
Congregational Churches and So- 
cieties in Ludlow and Cavendish, 
Vt. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Cannon 
of Gill, Ms. 


Bf 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have received a communication from Xanthus, in answer to Investigator, 


which is written with candor and ability. 


But we thiok, that as so long a time 


has elapsed since the communication of Investigator was inserted, the discussion 


cannot now be renewed to much advantage. 


We think, morcover, that our cor- 


respondents have already gotten as near together on this subject as they are 
likely to come, and probably have said the substance of all they would say, 


should the discussion be continued. 
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Worcester’s Watts, entire. 


CROCKER & BREWSTER, No. 50, Cornhill, Boston, and JOHN 
P. HAVEN, 182, Broadway, New-York, bave just published, in ad 
dition to their former sizes ot this work, a new stereotype edition, onl 
large type, suitable tor the pulpit, and for aged people ; making in 
all three different sizes; a supply of which will be constantly kept 
on sale by them, and by booksellers generally throughout the United 
States, at the following prices :— 


Large size, $1 50 single, $12 per dozen. 
Common size, $1 single, $8 per dozen. 
Pocket size, $1 single, $8 per dozen. 


These editions contain all Dr. Watts’ Psalms and. Hymns entire, 
and 236 Select Hymns from other Authors, with copious Indexes of 
Subjects and Scriptures. They have been sever rally revised and 
corrected by the Rev. Dr. Jenxs, of Boston, and the largest size imn- 
proved, by containing, in addition to the usual Tables of First Lines 
of Psalms and Hymns, a new Table of the First Line of every Verse, 
especially prepared for this work, and which will be found very 
useful in referring to the Psalms or Hymns. As an Index of this 
kind has never before been published in this couniry, the attention 
of clergymen, and all others interested in Psalmody, is particularly 
requested to its peculiar advantages. 


Dr. Worcester’s “Tusic. 


This work contains a suitable variety of the best and most approv- 
ed TUNES and ANTHEMS now in use, selected with the assistance 
of musicians well qualified to judge, with great care and deliberation. 
The Rudiments of Music are pretixed, making it in every respect 
-complete as a first book in Singing Schools. Price $4 a dozen, 50 


cents single. 


Jowett’s Christian Researches. 


Christian Researches in Syria and the Holy Land, in 1823 and 1824, 
in furtherance of the object of the Church “Missionary Society. By 
Rev. William Jowett, M. A.; one of the Representatives of the So- 
ciety, and late Fellow of St.. John’s College, Cambridge. 

‘ This work is one of the most entertaining, and we may add, instructive, 
which has ever fallen mour way. Itisa delineation of the most intere sting por- 
tion of our world, viewing its past history and associations, by a hand that never 
disappoints the reader’s highest expectations. Not the least valuable part in 
our ¢ snes yn, are the reflections and Scripture illustrations interwoven with 
the thread of the narration.’—Rec. & Tel. 


Scott’s Family Bible, 


In 6 vols, royal octavo, Stereotype Edition, is published and for sale as 
above, and by Booksellers generally throughout the Union. Bound 
in Boards, at 421; Sheep. $24; Calf or Russia, $30. Liberal dis 
rount allowed to those who purchase three or more sets 





